Mountrath Ballyfin

Onling Newsletter
22nd—23rd Feb. Tth dun. In Ordinary Time

St. Fintan's Hall. Mountrath

The Annual General Meeting of St. Fintan's Community Hall
Gommittee will be held on Wednesday, February 26™ at
gpm. All committee members are requested to attend.

As this is an open meeting of the Community Hall it
would be nice to see more people show an interest

in it and attend the meeting.

All are most welcome.




Mountrath Ballyfin
Onling Negwslgtter

(Online from Saturday mornings)

Fr. P.J. Fitzgerald S.P.5 C.C. (087) b0a o783
Fr. Joe Brophy P.P. (087) 241234

Website www.mountrathparish.ie

Email jmbrophyZ@gmail.com
Name of Parish App.

Mountrath and Ballyfin Farishes




daftequarding Children Parish Reps.
Ballytin Parish

Triona 0'Rourke ~ Peter Byrne

Mountrath Parish.

Caroline Moore  Pachelli Walsh

Diocesan Designated Liaison Person
Ms. Ailish Higgins.
Deputy Diocesan Ligison Person:
Ms Michelle Hughes c/o

Bishop's Hse, Dublin Rd, Carlow Phone 085 802 (633




lable Uuiz

Presented by Class of 30 at Bloom HQ.

|st

Thurs. I May

8.00 pm Sharp.

€ |0.00 per person.

ables of 4

All proceeds to

Class of 30 Restoration Project.

Monster Rattle

Irophies for
|st 2nd Brd

Winners




ballytin Pro-Lite
Lhurch bate Gollection.

A note of thanks for your generous

suppaort.

A total of € SU1.00 was contributed.




Jubilee Year 2075.

We are "Pilgrims of Hope"

With the opening of the Holy Door of Saint Peter's Basilica on Christmas Eve, the Holy Year was
bequn. Across the world, the Jubliee Year began on the feast of the Holy Family.  (Sun. 28th
Dec. 2024) To echo the theme of hope, Pope Francis is calling on us all to renew the hope of
Christ, using Saint Paul the Apostle as a quide for this special year.

[he Jubilee Prayer

Father in heaven, may the 7z you have given us in your son, Jesus Christ,
our brother, and the flame of z#arty enkindled in our hearts by the Holy Spirit,
reawaken in us the blessed /gpefor the coming of your Kingdom.

May your grace transform us into tireless cultivators of the seeds of the Gospel.
May those seeds transform from within both humanity and the whole cosmos in the sure
expectation of a new heaven and a new earth, when, with the powers of
evil vanquished, your glory will shine eternally.

May the grace of the Jubilee reawaken in us,

Filgrims of Hope
a yearning for the treasures of heaven.

May that same grace spread the joy and peace of our Redeemer
throughout the earth.

To you our God, eternally blessed, be glory and praise for ever. Amen.

We are pilgrims on 4 journey, fellow travellers on the road

We are here to help each other, walk the mile and bear the load
(From the Servant Song by Richard billard)
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Jubilgg year

Pilgrims of tlope




The cross of Christ is the
hope that cannot ever be
abandoned because we L/_\
are always in need of it,
especially in the most
difficult moments.

The Cross, in the
shape of a sail, is
transformed into
an anchor that
imposes itself
over the waves in
motion. A
universal symbol
of Hope.

A

The rough sea
is a reminder of the

The figures represent
humanity from the
four corners of the

World. They are _difficulties of the
embracing each other pilgrimage of life. Often,
to illustrate the personal events as well as
solidarity between the those of the world, press
peoples, as the first on us more intensely,
holds onto the cross. demanding a greater
hope.
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DICASTERY FOR EVANGELIZATION
SECTION FOR FUNDAMENTAL QUESTIONS
REGARDING EVANGELIZATION IN THE WORLD




Lonfirmation
Latechesis

with Confirmation Candidates and

their parents continues following
.00 am Sunday Mass on the

following dates
73 Feb. 23" March
4" May 18" May




Diocesan Pilgrimage for the Canonisation of

Jlessed Carlo Acutis

Coinciding with the Jubilee for Teenagers, during the Jubilee
Year of Hope, the Diocese is travelling for the Canonisation of

Blessed Carlo Acutis, Zath - Z28th April.
This pilgrimage incudes a day trip to Assisi, trips to the pil-

grims' sites of Rome and of course the Mass on Sunday in St.
Peter's Square when Blessed Carlo will be declared the first

'Millennial Saint.

Bishop Denis will join us for the pilgrimage as well as Fr. Da-
vid Vard. Places are limited and can be booked through Mari-
an Pilgrimages or forms and itinerary can be collected in

Portlanise Parish Centre.
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?RESEA% Bloom HOQ
Mountrath
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Micheal Conroy. Pallas Little. R.|.P.

We pray for Micheal whao died peacefully at his home on Tues. 18" Feb. Micheal's Fu-

neral Mass was celebrated in St. Fintan's Church, Ballyfin on Thurs. 20® Feb. followed
by burial in Ballyfin Cemetery. We extend sympathy to Maureen, Michael, Marie, Brian

and Carol and their families, Grandchildren, Andy, Sophie, Darragh, Danny and Cillian.
sister Dina and family, Sisters-in-law Brigid, Kathleen, Grace and Pauline. Brother-in-
law Noel and families. Sons-in-law Shane and Ciaran. Daughter-in-law Valerie. Nieces,
Nephews, Relatives, neighbours and his many friends and former colleagues at Kelly's

Foundry, Portlanise.

Mary Hickey (Nee Morrin) Bert Cross, Athy. R.L.P.

We pray for Mary who died peacefully at her home on Sat. 15" Feb. Mary's Fu-
neral Mass was celebrated in St. Michagl's Church, Athy an Mon. 17" Feb. followed by
burial in 8t. Michael's Cemetery. We extend sympathy to all her family. We extend sym-
pathy to Theresa and Peter Moore and all the Moore Family, 0'Moore Forest on the

death of Theresa's mother, Mary.

Bartle Dunne, Clonrooske, Portlanise. R.I.P.

We pray for Bartle who died peacefully on Sun. 16" Feb. Barle's Funeral Mass was cel-
ebrated in St. Peter and Paul Church Portlaoise on Fri. 21°° Feb. followed by burial in
St. Peter and Paul Cemetery, Portlanise. We extend sympathy to sisters, Mary and

Pauline, brothers Christy, Pat and Ollie and families, nephews, nieces and their

families, grand-nephews, grand-nieces, relatives, neighbours and friends.
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| “This is a call out
to all our sports4
clubs in Laois to

organize an event

. as part of the~~
L A I S_?Lovely Laois -
Festival on the
.HOMECOMING woekond of L
 FESTIVALSS= 5ot ™™

/ﬁ’eﬁbeafme past

Orgamse a re-union event™=
,-ﬂ"":"" for past players, members# N
and supporters from ateSSGLMPSE The FULURES bt e icing ot the cake
ol U saalaglicly i k_l by inviting local
Return, Reconnect, Reunite. Perhaps combine the musicians, dancers and——
" Regale past garfies and —— re-union event with storytellers,to join the
memoiés. Pefuseold juvenile games and festivities eﬁtelrtalmn
photographis andVideo activities. Let our past y6ling and old: g
clips. Enjoy each others friends see our future 9 '
€ompdny again. stars in actinn N\
p \
_~ You can-use part or all of rhe above format or feel free to come up with othery, .
“activities of your own. Should you organize aifevent please let us know'so-. \
that we can include you in our Calendar of Events.

Laois Sports Partnership Office - Telephone: 0578671248




some Z07Za Diary Dates
St. Brigid's Day  Sat. I* Feb.

Patron Saint of Kildare and Leighlin
Our No. | - Ireland's No. Z

Ash Wednesday 5™ March
Mass in Mountrath  [0.00 am 7.0 pm
Ballyfin ~ 7.30 pm

St. Patrick's Day Mon. 17" March

Ireland's National Saint

Masses The Hollow Ch. 3.00 am
Mountrath [0.00 am
Ballyfin 10.00 am

Thursday 17" April Holy Thursday  7.30 pm

Ministers of Holy Communion Renewal during Mass

Lood Fri. 18" Apri
Liturgy of the Passion  3.00 pm
Stations of the Cross [0.00 am - 7.30 pm
Faster Sunday 20" April




lable Uuiz

Fri. 28" Feb. 8.30 pm
In The Deadman's
- Hosted by -
Ballyfin School Parents Council
In aid of

Astro Turf Project at Ballyfin National School
lickets € 0.00 each

Tables ot 4 - Rattle




DATE: FRIDAY 28TH FEBRUARY 2025
LOCATION: THE DEADMANS'S INN, BALLYFIN
TIME: 8:30PM

Hosted by The Parents Council In aid of Ballyfin
National School Astro Turf Project.

BALLYFIN ng

-—9
TICKETS €5 EACH. 5 ’?WE
TABLES OF 4, WITH A RAFFLE ON THE T

NIGHT- BE PROUD




A very sincere [hank You

to you and your family -
for your very generous support of
and continued commitment
to Mountrath and Ballytin Parish
Funds
And

Mountrath and Ballyfin Parish Lottos




Lemetery Masses

AV

Ballyfin Cemetery Sun. 8™ June (2™ Sun. June)
Mountrath Cemetery Fri. 27" June (Last Fri. Jun)
Clonenagh Fri. (M July (2" Fri. July)
Cemetery on Right - Mountrath to Portlaoise
Clondarrig Wed. 6™ Aug. (I Wed. August)
Boghlone Wed. 3™ Sept. (I** Wed. Sept)

All Lemetery Masses commence at /.0l p




Ballytin National School
Football Forecasting Competition

Round I, Jan Zath/Z2bth

¥ place,

sean Larkin: 14 points
7" place,
Greg Kerrigan: 13 points
3" place,
Niall Westman, John Maher, Michael McNamee: 12 points
Thanks to all participants.

lt's not too late to join the fun - sign up by contacting the school

or at https://torms.qle/BADBWzZkSD3TBtt47
Ballyfin National School,

Roll Number; 15037F
Ballyfin, Co Laois R3Z N3200




Ballytin National School

Football Forecasting Competition

Round 2 1/ 2"'Feb

* Place

George Lanham, John Farrell: 14 points

7" Place

Colleen Quinn, Pauric Carroll, Tom Glynn: 13 points

3 Place

Aiden & Deirdre Hefternan, Anna Rowney, Brendan Quigley, Conor
sweeney, Darren Hanlon, Declan Looby, Greg Kerrigan, Laura Ruane,
Mark bavin, Martina Kelly, Paraic Crone, Patrick Larkin, Stephen
McGlynn, Timmy Quillinan, Tom Behan, Tom Finn, Tori Holohan,

Vinnie Collins: 12 points

Thanks to all participants. It's not too |ate to join the fun - sign up by

contacting the school or at https://forms.qgle/BADEWzZkSD37Bt47
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vtin National School

Forecasting Competition

Round 3 15™ 16" Feb

I* Place:

Colette Duff, Dan Molloy, Dylan Liam Linden, Marc Byrne, Michael McNamee,

Nigel Sweeney, Seén Larkin, Timmy Quillinan:

|3 points

7" Place:

Alison Groves, Anna Rowney, Colin Connolly, Darren Hanlon, John Dowling,

John Farrell, Laura Ruane, Laz Molloy, Michael 0'Sullivan, Ollie Cronin,

Patrick and Mally Ryan, Paul Finn, Tommy Doyle,

|2 points

3" Place:

beorge Lanham, Greg Corcoran, breg Farrelly, Helen Stack, Jean-Marc Gasche,
John Byrne, John Joe 0'Connor, Kieran Cuddy, Mark Gavin, Michelle Fitzpatrick,

Sean Bell, Tom Finn, Tom Glynn, Vinnie Collins, Bernadette Spillane,

Cathal Phelan, Ciaran Linden, Colleen Buinn, Conor Sweeney,

Declan Looby, Diarmuid Farrell, Gary Moore,

| points.
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WORLD DAY
OF PRAYER 9P/

will be celebrated on

Friday 7th March 2025

‘| made You

Wander fui g

P Cool Islands

MBS st fters Church .
Maunl‘.ﬁth

q 3pu

All are welcome!




gallytin Players
AGM

Thurs. lith March
Ballytin Uld School
lime a.00 pm
All Most Welcome




Get Well Wishes

We keep and hold in our Thoughts and Prayers,

People, their families and carers,

who are ill or unwell, at home,
in Hospital or Nursing Home

or undergoing any surgical or medical

procedures at this time.

We wish you a speedy recovery




Hingo
every Monday night
In ot. Fintan's Hall at 8pm.

Lome along and bring a friend.!




SeniorLine
Would like someone to talk to at this time 7

seniorLine is Ireland's national telephone ser-
vice for older people open every day of the year

Freephone

You may feel iso

ated

Seniorline's ol

Al

d

\Uam-10pm,

[ 8l 4o dl.

one, bereaved or far

from family.
er volunteers are trained to

listen,

to support and refer to other helpful services |

f necessary.

50 don't be alone and lift the phone.
Phone SeniorLine 1800 80 40 31,

No problem too big or too small.




Jiary Date 2022

Leremony of Gonfirmation in Ballyfin

Parish will be

celebrated in ot. Fintan's Church,
Ballyfin

on Fri. 23" May 2025

Ceremony will commence at 11.00 am

The Ceremany of Confirmation will be led by Bishop Denis Nulty




Ash Wednesday
5™ March

Mass in Mountrath

10.00 am 7.00 pm

Mass in Ballyfin
1.00 pm
Blessing and

distribution of Ashes

at all our Masses




Ist

Holy Communion Days in 2023

Mass Dates and Times

Gaelscoil Thromaire  Sunday 4™ May 2025
The Hollow Church - 9.00 am

Barnashrone National School — Sunday 4" May 2025
St. Fintan's Church, Ballyfin -~ Time 2.00 pm

scoil Bride, Mountrath.

St. Fintan's Boys School, Mountrath

Sunday 1™ May 2025 St. Fintan's Church, Mountrath
Time 1.30 am

Ballyfin National School
Sunday 25™ May 2025
ot. Fintan's Church, Ballyfin -+~ Time 2.00 pm




Dates of Do This in Memaory” Masses,

Mountrath and Ballyfin, 2024/23a

Preparation Masses for I* Holy Communion 2025.

"Do This In Memory” Masses

Mountrath Ballyfin
Sat 8™ March Sun 9" March

Sat. 5" April Sun. 6™ April




I* Holy Communion Preparation - Continued

|st

All candidates preparing to receive I** Holy Communion in May of next

year are required to attend all these Masses with their parents or

guardian — family

Ref. Mountrath Parish

I, for whatever reason, you are unable to bring your child to Sat-
urday evening Mass in Mountrath you are most welcome to bring
you child to the Sunday morning Mass in Ballytin Church at 10.00

am on the following morning.

Ref. Ballyfin Parish

I, for whatever reason, you are unable to bring your child to Sunday
morning Mass in Ballyfin you are most welcome to bring you child to the
Saturday evening Mass in Mountrath Church at 7.00 pm on the previous

EVENINg.




Arranging Anniversary Mass or Month's Mind Mass

The traditional way of arranging an Anniversary Mass remembrance was by visiting
the Sacristy before or after Mass and making the necessary arrangement with the

priest, who wrote the intention into the Anniversaries Diary, there and then.
However, since Covid this practice has changed.

Arrangements for Anniversary Mass remembrances and Month's Mind Masses are,
more often than not, now arranged by email, text message, Whatsapp. by phone,

among many other ways. Which is great.

On the down-side, it can be quiet difficult to keep track of all these ways. -
Sometimes emails can go to folders on the computer other than the main folder and
are not seen straight away. The same can apply to text messages and Whatsapp.
messages. [his can cause a problem when | have no knowledge of these emails /

messages coming in and are sometimes not detected at the time.

Lian | ask you -

if you send me an email, text message or a message on Whatsapp, or any way, other
than visiting the Sacristy, requesting an Anniversary Mass remembrance or arrange-
ments for a Month's Mind Mass and don't hear from me or don't see the relevant

name / names in the Newsletter,

please give me a call on 087 241 (234




If you wish to contribute directly through your Bank sccount
to Parish funds

Here are our Bank Account details

Ballyfin Parish - (A.LB. Portlaoise Branch)

Lyster Square, Portlaoise.

Name of Account - Ballyfin Parish Pastoral Council

IBAN - [E44 AIBK 3332 7300 203030
BIC. - AIBKIEZD

Mountrath Parish - Bank Account Details

(Bank of Ireland) (Portlanise Branch)
Name - Mountrath Parish Current Account -
Account number - 7274 72300
IBAN - IE93 BOFI 3018 2872 7472 a0 -
BIC. - BOFIIEZD

It contributing to Parish directly through our bank account please include

your own name as the reference.




Ballyfin Anniversaries
Anniversary and Mass Times

Fri. 2% Feb. - Sun. 2™ Mch

Fri. 2" Feb. 5.00 pm Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament.
Sat. 22" Feb 8.00 pm Stella McHugh, Clondarrig. Month's Mind

William Seale, Clonagown. 3" Anniv.

Paudge Ryan. 0'Moore Forest. 4™ Anniv.

John, Sarah and Sean Ryan
Sun. 23" Feb.0.00 am Mary Conroy. Sutton - Formerly Ross.
(Micheal Conroy's sister) Month's Mind
Joe Conroy, Ballylusk. 1 Anniv.
Mon. 24" Feb. 7.00 pm  Apostolate of Sanctification.

Fri. 28" Feb. 5.00 pm Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament
Sat. I Mch. 8.00 pm Joe Connally, Esker. 2 Anniv,

Sun 2" Mch. 10.00 am  Mick Kelly, Clonagown. 3™ Anniv.
Mon. 3 Mch 7.00 pm  Apostolate of Sanctification.

I*" Anniversary Remembrance

Sun. 9" Mch. 10.00 am  Maura Dunne (Nee Dunne) Deerpark.
Lord, for your faithful people, life is changed, not ended




Mountrath Anniversaries

Mass Times  Anniversaries  Fri. 14th to Sun. 23rd Feb

Mass times as listed below are for Mountrath Church unless otherwise indicated

77" Feb - Sun. 2" Mch

Sat. 22" Feb. 7.00 pm Mary Tynan, Fr. D'Connor Cresc. 3™ Anniv,
Sun. 23 Feb. 9.00 am  The Hollow Church, 7 Sun. in Ord. Time

. |l.30 am tEileen Gosling (Nee Fahy) St. Fintan's Tce. dth Anniv.
John Gosling (Eileen's Husband) (Died 10th Nov. '82)

tileen and John's Daughter, Martina (Tina) Ramkhalawan

(Nee Gosling) - 3" Anniv.

Eileen and John's Daughter, Bridie Brannagan (Nee Gosling)
(Died 7th May '08) And all the deceased members of the

Losling, Fahy, Ramkhalawon and Branagan families.

Tues. 25" Feb.10.00 am  Jimmy. Paddy, Margaret and
Clare Marie O'Neill, Shannon St.,

Wed. 26" Feb. 10.00 am
Thur. 27" Feb. 10.00 am
Fri. 78" Feb. I0.00am Altar List of the Dead.

Lord, for your faithful people. Life is changed, not ended.




Mountrath Anniversaries

Mass Times Anniversaries
Sat. 27" Feb - Sun. 2" Mch

Lontinued from previous page

Sat. I* Mch. 7.00 pm  Phil Ryan (Nee Connolly) Patrick St., I** Anniv.
Adam Kirwan. Derrough. 2™ Anniv.
Patsy and Peg Keeshan. Patrick St., Peg's 5™ Anniv
Fergal Farrell, Brockera. 5™ Anniv.

Rita Moloney, Avondale, Portlaoise Rd.,

Fileen Moore, 5 Woodbrook. 13" Anniv.
Sun 2"*Mch. .00 am  The Hollow Church

.30 am  Ned Tynan, Kilbricken. [** Anniv.

Wed. 5" Mch. 10.00 am Richard Maybury, Recently Deceased

(At request of Residents of Fr. 0'Connor Cresc.)

I*" Anniversary Remembrances

Sat. 8" March. 7.00 pm  Michael Dunne, Clonard

Michael's parents, Martin and Brigid Dunne.

Lord, for your faithful peaple, life is changed not ended




Ballyfin Parish  Statement of Account 2023

Income Expenses

Basket Collection €16.305 Pastoral Programmes  €1.7200

Envelope Collection  €25,986 Insurance €3,77a
Shrine Income €876 Security €773

Rental [ncome €0,800 Light/Heat €17.270

Fundraising €314 Cleaning €764

Donations €1.0a0 Rates/Water/Waste €477

Tax Refunds/Rebate  €22.807 Maintenance/Repairs ~ €21,032

Church Bookings €460 Diocesan Levy €h6.a76

Lotta Income €13.898 Diocesan Retirement Fund €1,000

Other Income €242 Printing/Missallettes €1.870

Altar/Shrine €3.bal

Total: € 92,744 Telephone/Broadband  €1,378

Computer/servicing €2.7al

Accountancy Fees €000

Youth/Community €640

Bank Charges €803

Donations €200

Loan Interest €483

Total: €67.976

A very sincere “Thank You” for your continuous and generous

support of Ballyfin Parish




Mountrath Parish  Statement of Account 2023

Income Expenses
Rasket Collection € 35.,932.00 Pastoral Programmes € 721.00
Envelope Collection € 33,878.00 Insurance € 38,06a.00
Shrine Income €11,590.00 Security € 003.00
Rental Income € 30,890.00 Light/Heat € 73,349.00
Fundraising €3,27a .00 Cleaning € 200.00
Donatians €71,400.00 Rates/Water/Waste € 073.00
Tax Refunds/Rebate € 3,121.00 Maintenance/Repairs € 79,602.00
Church Bookings €000.00 Diocesan Levy €11,006.00
Lotto Income € 31,631.00 Loan Interest €3.00
Office €1.899 .00 Bank Charges € 926.00
Deposit Interest € 36.00 Diocesan Retire't Fund €1,000 00
Other Income €2.984 00 Printing/Missallettes € 9,233.00
Altar/Shrine €10,616.00
Total: € 77b,a86.00 Telephone/Broadband € GO0.00

Computer/servicing € 9,05.00
Accountancy Fees € 040.00
Youth/Community € 7260.00
Hire of Equipment €1141.00

Music/Choir € 250.00
Legal/Professional € 828.00
Donations €1,700.00
Total: € 186.173.00

A very sincere “Thank You” for your continuous and generous

support of Mountrath Parish




Tax Back Scheme

(Ballytin Parish)

Unce again, | want to renew my appreciation to you for the ways you

suppart the Parish and us, the priests of the parish, over the past year.

We are deeply grateful.

Donations to Ballyfin Parish of over €2a0 via the Parish envelopes have
the potential to increase your contribution to Parish funds by 31%
through participation in the Tax Back Scheme.

“Thank you" to everyone who has joined this scheme - it is very much

appreciated.

In 2023, the Tax Rebate scheme augmented our Parish finances

by almost € 23,000

It you are not, as yet, part of this scheme and would like more infor-

mation, please contact me at your convenience. (#r. Jog)




Tax Back Scheme  Mountrath Parish

Unce again, | want to renew my appreciation to you for the ways you support-
ed the Parish and us, the priests of the parish, over the past year. We are

deeply grateful.

Donations to Mountrath Parish of over €2al have the potential to increase

your contribution to Parish funds by 31% through participation in
the Tax Back Scheme. |t is of huge benefit to the Parish if we know the
amount parishioners donate and the name of the donors. Hence this year we

are sending out numbered boxes to all households in the Parish.

We sent out CHYS Forms to eligible parishioners ( who donated over € 230 )
for the first time in 2023 and we were able to claim back over € 13,739 for
the years 2021 and 2022 . This is of immense benefit to the Parish. Thank you

to everyone who has joined this scheme - it is very much appreciated.

It you receive a CHY3 Form later on in the Spring please consider completing
the details and returning it . If you would like more information please con-

tact me.

It you are already part of the Tax Back Scheme — /hant Vou

It you are not yet part of the tax back Scheme, | ask you to consider becoming

part




Ballytin Parish  Third Party Collections 2024

Retired Priests € .aZa.ll
Peter's Pence € daZll
World Mission € 1123.00
Trocaire € 2467246
Collection for baza (bood Friday) € a(0.00
Total € 646286

| wish to thank you for your support of the work of Trocaire,
the Missions, Peter's Pence Collection and the Retired Priests

Fund throughout the year .




Mountrath Parish
Third Party Collections 2024

Retired Priests € adll.0L

Peter's Pence € aall.0C

World Mission € bla.l

Trocaire € 2, b61a.00

Collection for baza (bood Friday) € 330.00
Total  €4.700.00

| wish to thank you for your support of the work of Trocaire,
the Missions, Peter's Pence Collection and the Retired Priests

Fund throughout the year .




gallytin Parish Lotto
Wed 19" Feb,

Nos. Drawn 3 13 16 3l

No Jackpot Winner

|7 Match 3 's Rec € a3 each

Next Week's Jackpot €13,000

[hank you for your support




Mountrath Parish Lotto Thurs. 20"
Numbers Drawn 8 13 21 78

No Jackpat Winner
I0 Match 3 Winners Rec. € 100 each

/ Local Winners

Bridget Kirwan.  Promoter, M Farrell

Sarah Fitzpatrick. Promoter, Declan Fitzpatrick

Next Week's Jackpot € 11,000




A note of thanks

to everyone involved in
Mountrath and Ballytin Parish Lottos
Urganising Committees, Promaters,

Shops and others who facilitate the sale

of Lotto Tickets
and most importantly,
you,
who purchase a Lotto ticket every week.
| extend a very sincere “thank you"

for your continued support and generousity.




Mountrath Ballyfin Lottos

Next Week's

Mountrath € 11,000
Gallytin € 3,000




DIVINE MERCY CONFERENECE, RDS Dublin,

Day return bus (from Jnl7 plaza Portlaoise)

dat. 2Znd Feb. Fantastic speakers including

His Excellency Archbishop Farrell, Fr. Pat

Gollins, Fr. Jim Blount and many more, great

day of spiritual inspiration and refreshment.

€70 for bus and entry ticket. Contact via WhatsApp/text
please: Karen 087-4160385 or Seamus 087-2752a78 for

enquiries and bookings. €40 deposit via Revolut, PayPal or

Post secures bus.

if you like to ask any more on this notice please contact

Seamus on 087 2727478




'posntwet 0 J;g\ t
can change your
whole. aay.
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P POSITIVE THINKING MIND.COM



Dourses at the Domi
Centre, 1al

Footholds: Meditation in Practice, Donag

['Shea OP Four Thursdays, Time 8 - 3 pm be-
ginning Z/th February Z20Z0. Cost €40.00 for

nican Retreat
aght

four evenings Sharing Faith in Today's World,

\0/17/24th February 2023,

- Micheal Hurley Over 3 Monday Evening

ime d - d pm.

Cost €40.00 for d weeks in advance/€l5.00 it

paying weekly. For Bookings contact; Domini-

can Retreat Centre, Ta

Phone: 01 4046123/40

aght,

Jublin D24 KA 4[]

4gld:

Email: domini-

canretreats@gmail.com




Kilkenny Bereavement Support Service

Kilkenny Bereavement Support invites you to an evening
with Fr. Jim Cogley, Thursday, 20th February, from 7.00pm
to 10.00pm, In Newpark Hotel. Admission is free.

Fr. Jim will present his renowned approach to grief and

healing through his use of wooden symbols. Fr. Jim is Parish
Priest and Director of Pilgrimage at Our Ladys Island
(Wextord) and author of 12 books in the 'Wood You Believe’
series and facilitates retreats and seminars on Spirituality,
Human Development and Healing in his own unigue way.
(Website www.jimcogley.com).

The Kilkenny Bereavement Support Service provides free
one to one listening support to people who are bereaved

and can be contacted on 086 0670566 website:

www.kilkennybereavementsupport.com .







PAYG
A mdax , and
= ‘10 am Mature Movers i : 'Membe_rs, .,
,."_fEf’-f%"ll am School Program — _':'-_, . Always -
' "’1-.::,_25_pm Golden years club . Welcome
7.,?7"pm Mlxed Clrcurt Trammg A

o _‘};' 9 am TRX
i i "r'.; i 11 am Seated Exercrse Inc
i:é-f?fflﬂ am TRX . 1pmlunchtimeHITT =~
g _‘j;.j.;_10 am Mother & Baby class* 6.15 pm Beglnner TRX*
- 11 am Actlvator Poles Inc 5 pm Advanced TRX
i 1 pm Lunchtsme HlTT 7 pm Karate* i
6 pm Kids Zumba* ; 8 pm BOWIS?’ i
~ . 6.15pm BegmnerTRX* L e i
-'7pm Advanced TRX Ehday :
' '~ 530 pm€Kickboxing (3-7)*
3 . 6.30 pmKickboxing (8-12)*
‘411 am Mature Movers ol iy .30 pm Kickboxing (13+)*
7 pm Mlxed Clrcu1t Tralnmg 7 il |

11.30 am Pi_lates*

*These Classes
are not included

in the For more info contact
Membership fee Ruth on 089 2647761

m @ SPORT EIREANN

MOUNTRATH SPORT IRELAND
Marual Arts & Fitness Academy




Classes will be held in BloomHQ

Spacious, modern rooms ~ Wif
Sound proofed areas  Free parking

Music stands And much more...

MUSIC
EACHERS

WANTED!
Teachers on ALL instruments accepted

Contact Lucy on 087259 7895




SIGN IN  HOME  ABOUT US  SPACES AND SHOP CONTACT US

MEETING ROOMS
HOT DESKS
SERVICED OFFICES
BOOK A DESK
BILLY'S GALLERY
SEAMUS' GALLERY
AISLING'S GALLERY

LIAM'S GALLERY

(Canadian Rockies Timahoe Chutch and Tower

SRR Just a quick reminder,
MEETING ROOMS you can explore the

HOT DESKS

SERVICED OFFICES paintings We have for

BOOK A DESK

sale on our website!

SEAMUS' GALLERY

AISLING'S GALLERY @

LIAM'S GALLERY WWWlbloomhqlie




BLOOM HQ

"~ NADIA RICE ARTIST
Exhibition Opening

S —
T

A

for the month of March, launching on

7pm, Friday 28th February

[y i All are warmly invited to the opening of an
Q Gallery of ]f'Jnrme .[n‘sp:uatmn, exhibition by Laois-born artist Nadia Rice.
BloomHQ), Unit 1, Brigidine Convent, The exhibition features a collection of

Patrick Street, Mountrath, Laois, drawings and prints celebrating the beauty of

Ireland, R32 DT9F the Irish landscape and flora.




- WM
REVIVE SWEDISH MASSAGE

REVIVEIIEE =
Swedish
Massage

Swedish Massage is gentle yet deep,
it is used to aid relaxation, relieve
tension energize the body and

improve overall health.

Our Services

e Full Body Massage 1 hour €50
e Upper Body Massage 45 minutes €35

e [ower Body Massage 45 minutes €35

Q 085200 2497

@ Bloomhq, Mountrath, R32 DC58 9‘

Book Your Appointment




Congratulations to

The Class of 90
“nd to all involved in
Brigid in Bloom Festival

Which was held in Bloom 1
In Hugust.

1Q




Winner

Brigid In Bloom Festival

The Class of 1990 (Brigidine
Convent, Mountrath, Laois)

. 2024
National
| Heritage Week
- Awards

A Heritage Council programme
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White-Horse

Adults

INDOOR BOWLS

Every Thursday (8pm )
3t Philomend'’s Hall -Bloom HQ

Come along and give it afryli: =~
Runnegs or Flat sole shoes are all you peed! & i




3%
K7
7
7
%
%
%
%

al:




DATE: FRIDAY 28TH FEBRUARY 2025
LOCATION: THE DEADMANS'S INN, BALLYFIN
TIME: 8:30PM

Hosted by The Parents Council In aid of Ballyfin
National School Astro Turf Project.

BALLYFIN Ng
T —
i

&
TICKETS €5 EACH. fz WE
TABLES OF 4, WITH A RAFFLE ON THI Wz

o

NIGHT. BE PROUD




I'ench Grinds
nith native
speaker

Games, conversation
practice, writing, reading and
help with homework

Fees:
Group classes: 20€/hour

Private classes: 25€/hour

T EER

Available i o1

¢ 5pm to 6pm Monday to
Thursday
e 1pm to 2pm Friday

Group classes in Bloom HQ (min. 3
students) or one on one in
student's home (Mountrath town
centre)

youandfrench@gmail.com

\ Phone:

+353 89 491 3931
Myriam Schultz




OFFICES TO RENT

@ 089 2722885
) www.bloomhg.ie

@ manager@bloomhg.ie




Mbﬁhtrath Health and
Fitness Academy

MOUNTRATH

Marual Arts & Fitness Academy

JOINn Now

Ruth- 086 326 2570

www.bloombhg.ie

R32 DTIF, Patrick St.
Mountrath, Co.Laois

’\} N N \




Llass of 90 Presents
At Bloom HIL

lable Huiz

Thurs. Ist May
dtarts at d.all pm
€ 10.00 per person
lables of 4
All proceeds to Class of (0

Restoration Project




Looking for an office
space to rent In
Laois?

W b s
nonely b R

CONTACT 089 2722885 or
manager@bloomhg.ie

Visit our website www.bloomhg.ie




Join Today!
Bloom Hq

~ Wednesdays 7-8pm

Class Talk 8pm

. New members

. .
always welcome ¥

9 stone
weight

B
loss :. "*a . |

L :
RS Mairead McCaul
N Unislim Member

Join Unislim for €25 @ @ @ @

Pav €12 weeklv fee thereafter




Music Teachers wanted /~CO\

BLOOM HQ

for Mountrath Musie School
*soundproof rooms
*free parking

*wailing area for parents

contact Luey 087 259 7895




LOOKING FOR AN

OFFICE TO RENT

IN LAOIS?

FULLY SERVICED
OFFICES
FREE PARKING
CANTEEN
POSTAL ADDRESS
PHOTOCOPYING

CONTACT 089 272 2885
OR

MANAGER@BLOOMHQ.IE

XK\

Bloomhgq, Patrick St, Mountrath R32 DC58 BLOOM HQ




?RESEJ\% Bloom HQ
Mountrath

2ot LTINS

Iy
ATTTIIIIIIIIIT
L

THURSDAY (ST MAY
SIARTS [@GPM SHARP

«M& %
& €10 per person - Table of 4 s %
All proceeds go to the e

Class of 1990 Restoration Project

2
V)
Ho
Monster raffle on the night !! o




<'E-' Trad Music

r' Sunday mornings 5+ years

E ‘—_'. Saturdays from 11am 6 + years
€20 per 30 min lesson
<'(_': Heather 083 054 7772

fo.[,' € 8 for 30 min group class
)T

ﬁ Eabha 083 856 6083
Aot fotetie ot teotlete ot




LOOKING FOR AN

OFFICE TO RENT

IN LAOIS?

FULLY SERVICED
OFFICES
FREE PARKING
CANTEEN
POSTAL ADDRESS
PHOTOCOPYING

CONTACT 089 272 2885

OR
MANAGER@BLOOMHQ.IE

Bloomhq, Patrick St, Mountrath R82 DC58

AKX\

BLOOM HQ
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&

Violin ' &

Thursdays 3-30 pm on from 3 years -adult <
€ 20 for 30 min individual lesson - >
rene 089 981 8065 7
Trad Music T
Saturdays from 11am 6 + years 5{
€ 8 for 30 min group class
Fabha 083 856 6083 .'_;\;

: o
Piano s
Sunday mornings b+ years .‘_-‘.7"
€20 per 30 min lesson o
Heather 083 054 7772 g

oy

{

)




Brigidine Convent,

/{(\ Patrick st,

BLOOM HQ Mountrath,

R32DC58

State of the Art Conference Centre with
‘M Screen, projector, Full AudioVisual,
Glgabyte Broadhand




BLOOM HQ

_..il

>

' Meeting Room

“Rachel’'s Room”

* Broadband Wifi

Brigidine Convent, o Ample free Contact

Patrick Street, parking manager@bloomhaq.ie
Mountrath e Canteen 089 2722885




BLOOM HQ

LOOKING FOR AN

OFFICE TO RENT

IN LAOIS?

RENT FOR AN HOUR/A
DAY/WEEKLY
CONTACT 089 272 2885 OR
MANAGER@BLOOMHAQ.IE

r f...»!
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Violin 7

€ 20 for 30 min individual lesson
Irene 089 981 8065

Trad Music

Saturdays from11am6 + years
€ 8 for 30 min group class
EFabha 083 856 6083

Piano
Sunday mornings 5+ years

€20 per 30 min lesson
Heather 083 054 7772

pElptlptlptletlotlotiototiotiotiothotls
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Classes for Primary School aged Children in @ |
bl Mountrath Health § Fitness Academy ~ MouN™A™

=) Mondays & Thursdays 7 pm

\V - Karate from 6yearsup, €6 per class
Sensei Donal: 087 760 7063

Fridays 5.30 pm 3-7 years, €7
Kickboxing 6.30pm 8-12years, €7
Shane: 086 339 9287

-

First trial class free

. 8-12 years,
Brazilian Wednesdays 7-8 pm & Saturdays 10-11 am
Jill-jitSll* € 35 per month or €5 per class
Jamie; 085 g&g 2497

Wednesdays 5-6 pm , 7-12 years
‘;' Art & Craft € 30 for block of 6 classes

o> Rhiannon: 089 211 5183

Py

Thursdays 3.30 pm on. From 3 years - adult
€20 for 30 min individual lesson

VlOllll% ) Irene: 089 981 8065
et Saturdays from 11 am, 6+ years »
Trad Music €8 for 30 mins group classes %
" I" \ Eabha 083 8566083 R

Sunday mornings €20 for 30 min individual

lesson Heather 083 054 7772
~ tobook talk to the relevant teacher

C_Q)' SPORT EIREANN i
’ LAOIS SPORTS PARTNERSHIP SPORT IRELAND

Piano




Saturday Morning 6

i i ® s s e
Circuit Training =
9-10 am

.
€7 PAYG @:@
or
part of your monthly B
membership
The Old Convent,
Patrick St,
contact 086 3262 570 Mountrath, R32 DC58

/.)) £ SPO RT EI REANN gghi?;s diomhaoin
s AOIS SPORTS PARTNERSHIP SPORT IRELAND




Violin Lessons

Thursdays

qv/f/ Irish Traditional Music, Whistle,

Flute, Concertina, Accordion, Fiddle,
Banjo and Mandolin

lllll‘l Saturdays

Piano Lessons

Sundays

"X\

BLOOM HQ




*mobility improvement
*improve full body strength
*better cardio

*helps weight loss
*improves flexibility

MOUNTRATH

Martial Arts & Fitness Academy

SPORTS PARTNERSHIP
AR SPOIRT NA LADISE

iste na

gcuntas diomhaol
th m




/‘O(\ 1- 2 person offices for rent

BLOOMHQ  inour Social Enterprise

centre in Mountrath

Contact 0892722885 manager @bloomhgie




AN Mountrath Music Rooms

BLOOM HQ

“O—

B

\ = .
, Wl <

Contact 089 272 2885
or 057930 0036




Ulass of 3U Presents
At Bloom HI

lable Huiz

Thurs. Ist May
dtarts at d.30 pm
€ 10.00 per person
lables of 4
All proceeds to Class of (0

Restoration Project




Roadcratt Motorcycle Training
Mick Smith is teaching the new

here in BloomHQ, the old Convent Mountrath.
For more details and to book see:
www.roadcraft.ie

www.facebook.com/roadcraft.ie

i

i

1111

"”'H”“ll\l‘”\i"

BLOOM HQ

NLLARANL




Activities suitable for Senior
Citizens in Mountrath

Mature Movers 50 +

Bowls inclusive 11 am Tuesdays

f = | Bowls8pm Thursdays

=)

Mountrath Men’s Shed
‘Tuesdays 10 am- 1 pm

Activator Poles Inclusive
"% Thursdays 11 am

contact Ruth 086 3262 570

BLOOM HQ f_Q’ e ;‘:Li{‘;d.-mh;;iq @ SPORT EIREANN m
A — s tephpgond -

SPORT IRELAND MOUNTRATH
Martial Arts & Fitness Academy




VIOLIN
LIEESSONS

by Irene Ramos

* Discover the joy of music and unlock your ereativity

* Weekly individual and ensemble classes for all ages

* From 3-year-olds to adults

(UsIC PERFORM \Ne g

e Studio based Mountrath N

FOR RATES AND/OR MORE
INFO PLEASE CONTACT ME

Phone: 0773222323

Email: iramos.violinstudio@gmail.com

3'% Ir"!'““;lllltns




Mountrath Men's Shed

Old School on
Patrick Street

Tuesdays 10am - 1pm
Thursdays 2pm - 4pm

Contact 0857053855

ASSOCIATION |
_menssheds_.ie_ _,

—




@ | KO\
vy KQrate Classes  #Loovha

Juniors and Adults

n

r Okinawan Karate
Al Black Belt Instructors

contact Sensei Donal, 5th dan  Martial Arts Centre, Old
Convent, Mountrath,

087 760 7063 g




MOUNTRATH HIT Lunchtime class

High-Intensity Interval Training

Tuesdays & Thursdays

115 pm for 40 mins
5 euro a class
or
part of your monthly
gym package

Book with Ruth 086 3262 570

ciste na -
porasdoocnllilll /), SPORT EIREANN
& . SPORT IRELAND




Irish Traditional

MUSIC
LESSONS

Whistle, Flute, Concertina, Accordion,
Fiddle, Banjo and Mandolin

Cliona and Eabha
Dowling McDonald

More Information:
Contact 083

89566083




' —eq —\

8500 sy

C6KQL 6Sz LgO AonrT 30€vqU0D

Q SUWIOO0Y] OISNJA] MOU INO IO
A3 LNV

AddHOWVAL oz<-hﬂ

NS
‘iyeIjunoal
0 —|— z O OI_ m ‘1S MorIjyedq
/V/V/\ FUSATOD PIO 9UL




Mqtm ra t Scouts

Looking for a way for
your kids to learn new
skills and spend time
in the great outdoors
why not try scouts!

& B . -~

3 - vE: _.-'._"‘;l . :
- ﬂ{)f’ Can __ £ 3
= ! & _ g- ' . :

—
~uk

For all ages from beavers to
ventures and into leaders !

b= i riak

Friday nights

In the brigidine convent (Bloom HQ) Patrick street mountrath
R32 DC58

7:00 till 8:30

€5 pp
or
€4 per sibling




Uther

News




Special Kildare/Carlow Pilgrimage
(Limited availability)
to Fatima EX Dublin Easter 2075

Flying with TAP Airlines
Also 13® June 2025 for Feast of Saint Anthany,
13" October 2025 for Miracle of Sun
Contact James Treacy 0GI1821470

jamestreacyphotography@amail.com

Payment can be made by instalments




. . arters
Daily Itinerary Travelnet

Day 1 - Holy Thursday (Apr 17th)
s Depart Dublin Airport at 05.35 a.m. and arrive into Lisbon Airport at 08.35a.m.
* On arrival transfer to Fatima where we will check into our hotel.

Lunch will be provided at the hotel.

Free time for optional activities.

Dinner at Hotel.

This evening we will attend Holy Thursday Mass.

Day 2 - Good Friday (Apr 18th)
* Following breakfast at our hotel we will walk the Way of the Cross.

e Lunch in Hotel.
+ This afternoon, we will have a guided tour of the Sanctuary area visiting, the Capelhina,
Rosary Basilica, the graves of the three children.

Day 3 - Holy Saturday (Apr 19th)
« This morning after breakfast we will visit the Parish Church, Valinhos and Aljustrel.

« Lunchin hotel.
« Following dinner we will attend the Vigil Mass in the Sanctuary.

Day 4 - Easter Sunday (Apr 20th)
* Following breakfast, we will attend the Rosary and international Mass in the Sanctuary on this
Easter Sunday morning.
¢ Lunch in hotel.
« Afternoon is free for optional activities.
* Dinnerin Hotel.

Day 5 - Easter Monday (Apr 21st)

+ After breakfast, we will depart Fatima on our optional tour of Nazare & Bathala.
* A packed lunch will be provided.

* For those staying in Fatima, lunch will be provided in the hotel.

* Dinner and overnight.

Day 6 - Tuesday (Apr 22nd)

* We bid farewell to Fatima and make our way to Lisbon Airport.

» Enroute, we will have a short visit to Santarem and visit the Church of The Holy Miracle. We will
have time for private prayer in this special place.

» We will then continue onto Lisbon Airport.

» Our flight departs Lisbon at 3.20pm and arrives into Dublin Airport at 6.10pm.




Ra rters

FATIMA PILGRIMAGE Travelnei
¢ 2 17th - 22nd APR ‘25

R 2
FrRoM O Group Leader: James Treacy
Escorted Tour

FATIMA where the Blessed Virgin appeared to the three children, Lucia, Francisco, and Jacinta
in 1917 is now one of the greatest Marian Shrines in the world.

VISITING: Chapel of the Apparitions - The Church of the Holy Trinity - Guided tour of the
Sanctuary - Hungarian Stations of the Cross - Aljustrel - Partake in the Easter Celebrations

INCLUDES:
* Return flights ex Dublin to Lisbon

23kg checked in luggage per person
Coaching as per the itinerary
5 nights full board basis staying at 3* Santo
Amaro Hotel
Religious itinerary with a guided tour of the
Sanctuary area and excursion to Aljustrel
Taxes and Charges

EXTRAS:
» Single room supplement: €200.00 for duration
(first come first served basis)
Travel Insurance*: €50 per person up to 79years
of age and €75 per person between 80 & 94 years
of age

Items of personal nature. Cost Per Person
Additional meals not listed.

Valid Passports are required. €859pp Sharing

Optional Day Trip - prices will be given locally by

our guide.

Non-refundable €300 deposit plus
insurance premium required at time

*Any person taking our travel insurance must get a :
of booking to secure place

form signed by their GP at time of booking and this
form must be taken to Fatima with you.

H .
(] a B . - (]

For further information please contact:
Tel 061-921470 or Mob 086-0572216
021 485 1700 or kcallaghan@travelnet.ie




BUIOCHAS PRODUCTIONS PRESENTS

PRESTON HOUSE, ABBEYLEIX ..\, ..

SATURDAY 6TH SEPTEMBER 2025

PLAYWRIGHT
WORKSHOP

with Frances Harney
Prolific Ballyfin
playwright, author
and drama teacher,
Frances Harney, will
take aspiring writers
through techniques
for writing for the

stage. Q.
%@fs%

CREATIVE WRITING
WORKSHOP

with Helen Moorhouse
Mountmellick native,
author of five
published novels and
Creative Writing Tutor,
Helen Moorhouse
hosts First Steps

To Your Story for
writers starting their
first novel.

AN AUDIENCE WITH
PATRICK BERGIN

Distinguished Hollywood
actor whose screen
credits include 'Sleeping
With The Enemy' 'Robin

Hood" and 'Patriot Games’;
and TV roles in 'Red Rock'

and 'Eastenders’; singer
and poet, Patrick Bergin
will read from his
extensive creative output
in an intimate audience.
An exclusive event not to
be missed!

Please Note: Tickets for the Literary Event are FREE

However,

BPM-6PM

" OPEN

Writers of all
persuasions, ages and
experience are invited
to share their stories
and poems in a five
minute slot before an
audience. Local poet
Arthur Broomfield and
storytellers Johnny
Thompson and Pat
Critchley will
participate - all

are welcome!

you must book your place through Eventbrite.ie (Places are limited)
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Lovely Laois Homecomi.. (@

0 Trudi Lalor

U O Admin 21h - &

FREE Family Fun Day on Saturday 6th September

at The Old Fort in Portlaoise. 4 Hours of entertainment
featuring ABBA Gold - ABBA Tribute Band. There will
also be a DISCO and side shows .

The Old Fort Is a beautiful venue in Portlaoise town

( behind the new Library) and is the ideal location for this
family fun day event . We will also have FREE side shows
and face painting . So save the date and ALL are
welcome . Family tickets will be available through

Eventbrite and are FREE of charge . The link to your free
family tickets will be made available here in the coming

weeks e




' ABBA

GOLD

THE SHOW

" GREATESTHITS °



